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Yellow is a light which has been dampened by darkness; Blue is a__
darkness weakened by light”
-Johann Wolfgang Van Goethe

By the end of the 18th
Century, Louis Prang,
using the color wheel
theory, formally defined the
Primary Colors (Red, Yellow
and Blue) as a standard
taught in the American
Education system.

Dividing the color

wheel created an easily
identifiable way of
determining which colors
complement or contrast
eachother, which is also
known as Color Harmony,
a term coined by Russian-
German Chemist, Wilhelm
Ostwald.

The Bauhaus Art school
graduate and Swiss Art
Theorist, Johannes Itten
coined the Color Chords
Theory- a system that
compartmentalizes color
groupings based on their
position on the color wheel,

Albert Munsell, an
American Artist, studied
how color can be viewed in
a three-dimensional form,
creating a spherical view
of the color spectrum,
which contributed to the
usage of hues, tints and
shades in digital art today.



The Color
Wheel

The original color wheel contained a

spectrum of 7 identifiable colors; :
, Yellow, ’ ’
and , however many modern color

wheels divide the spectrum into a variety
of values, with a 12-color wheel as the
most commonly taught.

Since the conception of the color wheel,
there have been many ways that artists
and designers have modified it to suit
their needs.

'1 These modifications make it easier

to identify complementary colors
which  help determine Color
Harmony.




Color how we see it
As humans, we connect color to our feelings and
emotions.

We see the color Yellow asan energetic color, reminiscent
of the sun, or lightning. The color is typically
seen as a feminine color, normally found in spring flowers.
Artists and designers have used these qualities of colors
to convey different feelings by using color harmonil

Emotion of color

Color can evoke many different emotions

from within us. The association of color

and emotion has been a great tool for

creatives to express their feelings within

their medium. Many artists use the color
to signify heat or anger, while

Pictured:
Pink and blue has been usLd to may be used for sadness.
show gender as a dichotomy;

representing girls and boys

respectively.
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What is Color Harmony?
Color Harmony is the concept of
composing specific colors to create a
visually appealing balance based off of

their position within the color wheel. I

Applying Color Harmony

As you explore the color wheel, you will find it can be

divided in many ways that will help hone and perfect
your own unique techniques.

Using these techniques, you will be
able to invoke feelings and emotions
that will improve how you convey your

media.

“Colors, like features, follow the changes of the

emotions.”
- Pablo Picasso

10
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Color Relationship
vs Color Schemes

Color Relationship

Color relationship is the way that colors intereact
with eachother and what feelings they evoke. In
example; choosing 3 of any of the cool tones to the
left will express relaxing and natural feelings.

Color Schemes
Color Schemes are sets of colors that are specifically chosen
to appeal the eye, based on their position on the color wheel.
An example would be choosing every Third color on the
wheel. (right)

1 Swatch
A\ Uy A small sample of a solid
l/’ // .. P2 \ color is called a Swatch.
'y N\ A Color Scheme consists of
' I 1 3

two or more Swatches.
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Red Blue

Magenta Cyan
Black
Red Blue Green




Tint

Tint is in reference to the opacity
amount of how a color is layered on
another color or shade.

Shade

Shade is how light or dark a color is.
This is traditionally done by /ayering
black on colors to darken them, or

layering white on colors to lighten them.

In example, the and

above are both at 100% opacity.
The yellow dot is at 50% opacity and
when layered on the black dot, it gives
the dota . The Is at
25% opacity, and when layered on the
red dot, it gives the dot a

“Light is a thing that cannot

be reproduced, but must be
represented by something else-
Color.”

-Paul Cezanne




S0 what is
Colo eorv?

Color Theory is how colors interact and impact our
visual lives day to day!

Humans have studied and applied Color Theory since
discovering the arts and it plays an integral role in how
subjects are represented in the world.

Color Theory is one of the most important tools for an
Artist or Designer, as it helps accurately express the
feelings of their subject.

Complementary colors on the color wheel- if utilized
correctly, will create a balanced visual impact; while
delving into the shades and hues of the colors will bring
out depth and interest.

Within Color Theory are Color Schemes, which consist

of swatches that are grouped together to create a Color
Harmony and consistent flow within the subject.

16
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Color: A viewable attribute of an object that is produced when exposed to light

Color Harmony: Colors that are grouped together and form an appealing visual
color theme.

Color Theme: Swatches of multiple colors, chosen to convey a feeling of a subject.
Color Theory: The practice of using color to convey a message or feeling.

Complementary: Colors that are evenly spaced from eachother on the Color
Wheel.

Opacity: The percentage of how see-through a color is.
Swatch: A sampling of a solid color.

Shade: The impact of light and shadow and how it interacts with color.
Tint: How the opacity of a color is layered on top of and effects another color.

18
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